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High, 82, at 4 p.m.. yesterday; low, 61, at

Tuesday;”

CLOSING NEW YORK STOCHKS PAGE 14.

@he Foening Star.

“From Press to Home

Within the Hour”

Last Week's
Duily

Swera Net Olreulation—

Average, TS| Sunday, 53,004

No. 19,962.

WASHINGTON, D. C, MONDAY, MAY 24, 1915.— EIGHTEEN PAGES.

L

ONE CENT.

PAN-AMERICAN MEETING
EPOCH-MAKING EVENT
IN WORLD'S HISTORY

Delegates Representing Eighteen Re-

publics Welcomed

to Conference in

This City by President Wilson.

What is believed by statesmen to be an epoch-making event in
the history of the world was begun this morning at 10 o'clock in the
hall of the Americas, in the Pan-American Union building, when

Woodrow Wilson, President of t
members of his cabinet and other

he United States, surrounded by
high government officials, includ-

ing the federal reserve board and the federal trade commission, wel-
comed to Washington the official delegates of eighteen other Ameri-
can republics, who have gathered in the capital of the United States
to try to solve some of the problems brought to the American re-

publics by the European war.

William Gibbs McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States, presided, the idea of the conference, which will be known in

historv as the Pan-American Fi
inspired and carried to execution
made by Secretary Bryan.

President’s Welcoming Address.

President Wilson was the first speak-
er on the program. He delivered an
epigrammatic address, short and to the
point, taking for his keynote the state-
ment, which was wildly applauded, that
the American republics “are not trying
to make use of each other, but are try-
ing to be of use to each other.”

The President lald stress upon the
necessity of drawing thea American re-
publics together, in view of the Buro-
pean war, “In the bonds of commerce in-
terest and mutual understanding.” He
gald it is surprising that it shoul.d
have required a crisis in the world’'s
history to bring the Americas together,
and that it would be & very great dis-|
tinction {f the American republics could |
show the way to permanent peace. He

ke of the “jealousy of excellence”
a8 being the only jealousy between the
Americas.

President Wilson declared that one
thing stands in the way to a closer in-
tercourse between the American na-
tions—the need of ship the for-
eign delegates, it was foted, greatly ap-
planded him when he said “if private

tal eannot remedy this situation,

gymmgut must.”
Responses by Delegates.

Presifient Wilson’s address was Te-
sponded to, In turn, by the chairman of
each foreign delegatlon, and when Ar-
gentina's spokesman, Samuel Hale
Pearson, delivered his address it was
noted that he came out positively with
a proposal for ‘“increased American
reciprocity in commerce and finance,”
which is interesting in connection with
reports that many of the South and
Central American nations now wish to
negotiate reciprocity treatles wllh.me
government of the United States, Cuba
having already announced that that
country wishes a more equitable reci-
proeity treaty than that country now
enjoys with the nited States, i

The FPresident’'s advocacy of the idea

of more ships between the I'nited |
Htates and South and Central American
countries was followed In speeches

this afternoon by cabinet officers, in-
cluding Mr. McAdoo and Mr. Redfield,
who also dwell upon the necessity for
an adequate merchant marine.

Thus It was developed early in the
conference that two of the principal
subjects to he considered during the
sessions, which will last a week, are
tn be the possibility of repicrocity
treaties and a better merchant marine
between the Americas.

Greets Each Delegate Personally.

Prealdent Wilson remained on the
platform throughout the speaking and
as each forelgn delegate came to the
stand the President and his advisers
arose to thelr feet and personally
greeted him.

Col. W. W. Harts, . 8§ A, chief
White House ald and Mr. Tumulty,
secretary to the President, accompa-
nied him.

Becretary Bryan followed the Presi-
dent In speaking and was surrounded
by a number of the dslegates,

When Mr. Bryan arose to speak ha
was heartily greeted by the members
of the conferencs and he provoked a
storm of applause when he repeated the

nancial Conference, having been
by him, according to a statement

Mohile speech, to the effect that *‘this
nation has no desire to takes one foot
of land from any other mnation."”
Mr. Bryan alluded to the arbitration
treaties he has negotiated =msince he
has bheen Becretary of State and in
discussing world conditions of today
pointed out that the provision in those
treaties that a year's time must elapse
for the discussion of alleged wrongs
before hostilities may begin will al-
ways enable the oountries subsecrib-
ing to them to find peaceful means of
settling any disputes.

Mr. Pearson, the Argentine delegate,
who was accompanied by the ambassa-
dor of his country, all the other dele-
gates also being accompanied by the
ambassadors and ministers to Wash-
ington of thelr country, said that Ar-
gentina sincerely hopes that “we shall
find a way of restoring economic con-
ditions ae they prevailed before the
war, through pan-American efforts.”
Dr, Ignacio Calderon, In a scholarly,
polished and forceful address in Eng-
lish, declared that “the friendship of
the American republics is not and shall
not be based upon any artificial al-
liances. The living forces,” he said,
“are right and juostice.”

Dr., Amaro Calvacant!{ spoke for Bra-
zil. He sald it was unnecessary to
point out that the opening of the Pan-
ama canal and the European war have
rreated mnew economic conditions for
the Americas which must bs altered,
He characterized the European war as
the most lagrant crime against Chris-
tian civilization.”

He arraigned the European govern-
ments for disregarding treatles, and
said that the situation in Europe em-
phasizes the contrast there I8 hetween
those countries and the United States
of Amerifca—"this great republle, de-
voting her efforts to conscildating a
permanent peace among the peoples
of this hemisphere.”

Cites Policies of J. G. Blaine.

Dr. Calvacant| sald that the words of
Frezident Wilson, in which he analyzed
the relattons hetween the United States
and the other American republics, were
almost identlical with the policies an-

rounced by James . Blaine at the
pan-American comference of 1519, when
Mr. Blaine was Secretary of Btate.

The Fresident’'s words, he sald, were
characterized by such lofty sentiments
as to justify the confidence of all the
other American republlcs.

Dr. Luls Izqulerdo spoke for Chile,
declaring that since the days of Chilean
independence that country has opened
wide her doors to the commerce and
trade of the world, but that now a
change has come, in which it seema
likely that the United States {8 about
to play a greater part in this trade and
commerce.

Dr. Izquierdo also spoke of the lack
of what he called proper shipping
facilitles hetween the Tnited States
and the South and Central American
countries.

Dr. Bantiazo Perez Trian e
for the Republic of t"nlnrnh!:!l:&l o i

“It {8 not for us to view the Euro-

pean war with censorious arrogance,
but the American republice are the
trustees of the libertlies of the world
and whatever work tends to strengthen
the molldarity of the American repuh-
Hea tends to strengthen the peace of
the W‘:‘;"‘-" :
The delegates for Costa Rica, (‘uba
and the other republles then spoke
heing called upon by Mr. McAdoo in

doctrine of Preasldent Wilson's famous

PRESIDENT WILSON

alphabetical order of countries.

BIDS HEARTY

WELCOME TO VISITING DELEGATES

President Wilson apoke as follows:

“The part that falls to me this morn-
Ing ls a very simple one, but a very de-
lightful one. It is to bid you a wvery
hearty welcome {ndeed to this conference
The welcome !s the more hearty because
we are 80 convinced that a conference ltke
this will result in the things that we most
desire. 1 am sure that those who have
thim conference In charge have nlready
made plaln to you its purpose and Its
splrit. Tts purpose 1s to draw the Ameri-
can republics together by bonds of com-
mon interest and of mutual understand-
ing, and we comprehend, I hope, hrst
what the meaning of that (=

““There can be no sort of union of in-
terest If there is a purposs of explofta-
tion on the part of any person connected
with & great conference of thi=s sort. We
are not, therefore, trying to make use of
cach other, but we are trying to be of
use te one another.

“It 18 very surprising to me, it s even
n sourca of mortification, that a confer-
ence ke this should have been s0 long
delayed, that it should never have oc-
vy before, that it mhould have re-
gulred a crisis of the world to show the
americans how truly they were neighbors
1 ona another. If there is any one happy
circumstance, gentlemen, arising out of
the present distressing circumstances of
the world, it is that it has reveuled u= to
one another; it has shown um what it
means to be neighbors. And I cannot help
harboring the pe, the very high hope,
that by this commerce of minds with one
another, as well as commerce in goods,
we may show the world In part the path
1o peace

Way to Peace Manifest.
It weuld be a very great thing if the
Americas could add to the distinction
which they already wear this of showing

the way to peaca, to permanent Deace.
The way to peace for us, at any rate, is
man!fest. It {3 the kind of rivalry which
does not Involve aggression Tt g the
knowledge that men can be of the Ereat-
est service to one another and natlons
of the greatest service to another when
the jealousy between them |g merely a
jjmlnuny of excellence, and when the
I.Pllla of their Intercourse i= rrro:-:dah[p
Therq {8 only one way in which we wish
to take advantage of you, and that is by
makimg better goods, by doing the things
that we seek to do for each other her.t.m:
if we can. than you do them, and so
spurring you on, If we might, by so
handsome & fealousy as that to excel us.
! “I am eo keenly aware that the basis
Inf personal friendship is this competition
In excellence that I am perfectly certain
Ihl_\l this s the only basls for the friend-
1ship of nations, this handsome rivalry,
this rivalry In which there 1s no disilke
: this rivalry In which there is nothing hut'
. the hope of a common elevation In great
|enterprises which we can undertake in
| common.

f

: Means of Communication Lacking.

“There is one thing that stands in our
wWay among others—for you are more
conversanit with the cireumstances than
I am; the thing | have chiefly in mind
is the physical lack of means of com-
munication, the lack of vehicles, the
lack of ships, the lack of established
routes of trade—the lack of thase
things which are aheolutely necessary
if we are to have trus commercial and

Intimate commercial relations with ons
another, and 1 am perfectly clear in
my judgment that if private capital
cannot soun enter upon the adventure
¢f establishing these physical means of
communication the government must un-
dertake to do so. We cannot indefinite-

(Continued en Fifth Page.d

[TALY ANNOUNGES
WARWITH AUSTRIA

First Official Information to
United States Forwarded
by Ambassador Page.

KINGDOM’S NEXT MOVE
AWAITED WITH INTEREST

President Wilson to Issue Proclama-
tion of Neutrality—Swiss Repub-
lic Probably Isolated.

The American government’s first of-
ficial information of Ttaly's declaration
of war on Austria arrived today in a
message from Ambassador Page, at
Rome. Tt was dispatched late yester-
day afternoon, and sald the Ttalian
forelgn minister had informed the am-
bassador that after midnight “Italy
would consider herself at war with
Austria."

Jtaly's first milltary move following
her declaration of war was awalted
with tense interest here today.

Italian Ambassador Gives Notice

Count di Cellere, the Italian ambassa-
dor, formally notified the State Depart-
ment today on behalf of his govern-
ment of a state of war between Italy
and Austria.

The ambassador expects to recelve
soon a full statement of the reasons for
Ttaly's entrance into the war and pre-
liminary instructions with reference to
contraband. He expressed the confi-
dence that there would be no difficulties
between the United States and Italy
over commaercial questions.

There is confldence in Itallan quar-
ters that if Rumania, as has been the
understanding for =ome time, follows
Italy's lead, she need not fear an at-
tack by Bulgaria. Detaila of the pos-
sible alignment of the Balkan =8tlates
are lacking, because it is understood
negotiations are constantly in progress
at Bucharest, Sofia and Athens relative
to the attitude of Rumania, Bulgaria
and Greece, and the situation, conse-
quently, is likely to change from day
to day.

Drafting Neutrality Proclamation.

Announcement of Italy’s actlion did
not come as a surprise to officlala here,
where for weeks it had been apparent
that the negotiations between Italy
and Austria would end in a declaration
of war. Officlal notification from Am-
bassador Page at Rome of Ttaly’s ao-
tion was awaited hefore the lssuance
by President Wilson of a neutrality
proclamation. Finishing touches were
being put upon the document today.
Speculation s rife on the military
effect of the new operations on the
conflict as & whole, and the possible
attitude of Rumania, Bulgaria and
Greeca.

The opening of hostilltles between
Austria and Italy had so long been
forecast that American business in-
terests had made preparations for the
severance of communications,

The United States government, in ac-
cordance with requests received nearly
a month ago, will now take over the
custody of Italian diplomatic and con-
sular interests in Austria, and Austrian
interests In Italy, arranging for the
care of prisoners and the safe conduct
of consuls and diplomatic officers and
the protection of embassy archives.

It is taken for granted In diplomatic
quariers here that as a result of the
declaration of wer against Austria,
fiermany and Turkey, as the allies of
that country, will announce a state cf
war with Italy. Switzerland then will
look after German interests in Rome,
while the T'nited States is expected to
take charge of Ttalian interests in Ber-
lin and Constantinople.

Attitude Toward Commerce.

One of the subjects on whirh informa-
tion ia awaited with much interest is
the attitude of Ttaly toward the naval
operations of the allies, whether Ttaly
will sub=criba to the order in council
making impossible all commercial in-
tercourss with Germany and Austria
through the Mediterranean, and wheth-
er the mame rigid ruler as te contra-

band will be enforced by the Ttalian
fleet as by the Anglo-French fleet.

Concern Over Switzerland’s Plight.

The situation of Switzerland Is likelv
tn he a cause of much concern, for
should the same rules as to ultimate
destination of cargoes be put into ef-
fect with respect to shipments con-
signed for transshipment through
Italian ports as Imposed by the allies,
the little repuhlle isolated in the center
of Europe without sea outlet may suf-
fer seriously. Already there has been
much difficulty in getting supplies to
Switzerland, and it is believed Switzer-
land will press hard for arrangements
with the French and Italian govern-
ments to obtaln products, giving guar-
antees agalinst re-exportation.

The cutting off of commerce to Ger-
many and Austria through the Medl-
terranean, it ig thought In allled quar-
tgrs hera, will soon be seriously feit by
the central powers and may even com-
pel a conclusion of peace earller than
might otherwise have been the case.
The entrance of Rumania, shutting off
a wheat supply from southeastern Eu-
rope, would he another important factor,
factor.

Greece May Aid Allies.

The Greclan minlstry is understood
to be nearly ready to assist the allies,
though King Constantin personally is
sald to be pledged to malntain nvu-
trality. In view of the king's critical
illness, the belief has prevailed that
Humania's entrance woull be followed
by that of Greece, counterbalancing
any attack Bulgaria might attempt on
Rumanla.

These Balkan countries, it is not be-
lieved here, will definitely decide their
course of actlon until the situation at
the Dardanelles has developed further,
for they are belleved to be deeply in-
terested in whether Russia is to obtain
Constantinople.

While the details of Italy’s nogotia-
tions with Austria are not known here,
the general trend of the parlevs and
the certainty that they would end in a
declaration of war h&s been apparent
to officials for many weeks. To only a
narrow cirele of officlals, however, has
it been known that a tentative agrea-
ment was made with the allies by Italy
whereby the latter country would enter
the war some time durlng the month of
May. This agreement Is understood to
have been signed late in April

F-4 Brought Nearer Surface,

HONOLULU, May 24.—The submarine
F-4, which sank in Honolulu harbor two
months ago with the losa of twenty-ons
lives, has been raised to within 108 fest
of the surface, divers reported today.
They viewed the submarine through a
glass-bottom box, after ralsing it twenty-
six feet higher yesterday. It s thought
that the F-4 will be brought to the surface

| Thursday.
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THE BUFFER STATE.

GERMANS MAY FAL
BACK IN THE WEST

London Hears They Will Yield
First Line to Release Men
Against Italy.

LONDON, May 24.—Although there is
nothing confirmatory of the statement
in officlal reports from the front, tele-
grams from Rotterdam and Paris pub-
lished here today agree that the Ger-
mans on the west front are preparing
to withdraw to thelr second line, and
thereby shorten their front and enable
them to releage troops for use agalnst
Ttaly.

The dAlspatchea add that Bruges
pgaid to have been evacuated.

Claim of French Victory.

PARIS, May 24, 11:50 a.m.—*"The cap-
ture by French troops of the German
works at Blanche Vole (the white way),
the evening of May 21, marked the vic-
torious conclusion of our offensive on
the ‘Massif de Lorette'"™ is the open-
ing sentence in the report of the French
semi-official eyewltness of conditions
at the front, as given out in Paris to-

dz}'{;orettoberg i1z a word which for the
last six months has often appeared in
the correspondence of the German sol-
diers,” the witness continues. “The Imn-
perial general staff attached very great
{mportance to the possession of these
heights. To congquer, defend and retake
them the German soldiers have received
a formal order which was so expressed
as to make it operative until the last
man was killed.

“In spite of the unusual difficulties of
the ground and the desperate resistance
of the enemy, we triumphed. The bat-
tls of Lorette was a great battle, and
ended in complete victory. In this part
of the front fighting has been going on
uninterruptedly since October, 1914."

Upper Hand for French.

Continuing, the eyewitness recalls
the leading {ncidents since last Octo-
ber, referring among other things, to
the French withdrawal March 3, 1915,
after a herolc defense. Finally, on
March 15, the French began to get the
upper hand in their offensive move-
ments.

“Thousands of dead testified to the
desperate nature of the contest,” the
evewltness goes on to say. “Facing
the French was a formidable organiza-
tion; lines of trenches, reinforced by
sacks of earth and cement and fur-
ther protected by a double and triple
gystem of barbed wire entanglements
and other defenses, the whole protect-
ed by quick-firing guns. At wvarious
polnts heavy artillery, carefully con-
cealed, had been placed.

“To overcome these obstacles we
carefully prepared our attack, multi-
plying our trenches and placing our
heavy artillery in the rear.

“The division charged with the at-
tack on Lorette comprised three regi-
ments of infantry and three battalions
of chasseurs.

To Strengthen Pan-American Ties.

BUENOS AIRES, May 24.—Dr. Lauro
Muller, forelgn minister of Braszil; Ale-
jandro Lira, forelgn minister of Chile,
and Dr. Jose L. Murature, the Argentine
foreign minister, arrived here yesterday

Chile. They are touri
from ican countries with the purposy. of
strengthening the political ties existing
between thern.
e e

King Constantine Is Improved.
King Constantine of Greeca |8 im-
proved, according to & dispatch recelved

today at the legation here. The king's
fever has abated, the message says,

RUSSIAN BATTLESHIP
1S REPORTED AS SUNK

Fourteen Hundred Men 8Said fo
-ﬂ[g Go» Down With
™ Vessel.

BERLIN, May 24, by wireless
to Sayville, N. Y.—The Overseas
News Agency today gave out the
following:

“According to a Bucharest dis-
patch, the Russian armored man-
of-war Winteleimon, has been
sunk, with 1,400 men, in the
Black sea.”

Tha foregoing evidently refers to the
Russian battlegship Panteleimon. This
warship, whose destruction is sald to
have caused the loss of 1,400 lives, is
put down In naval reference hooks as
having a complement of about 740
men. In times of war, however, this
number might be Increased consid-
erably.

The Pantelelmon was bullt in 1897.
She was 387 feet long. Her displace-
ment was 12,582 tona. She carried four
12-inch guns, sixteen 6-inch, four 3-
inch, silx 3-pounders and five torpedo
tubes.

AMERICAN IS PRAISED
FOR BATTLE GALLANTRY

LONDON, May 24—Kenneth Weeks, a
young American from Cambridge, Mass.,
has been commended in army orders for
distinguished conduct at the taking of
La Targette and Neuville St. Vaast,

The corps to which Mr. Weeks belongs,
the 4th Forelgn Regiment, in which
thers are a number of other American
volunteers serving, covered itself with

glory. It went into action four thousand
strong and came back with only 1,800.

SOLDIERS CHERISH WHISKERS.

“Clean Shave” Order Causes Storm of

Protest in French Army.

PARIS, May 24.—The declsion of the

military authorities that soldiers at
the front must be clean shaven as a
hyglenic measure has brought forth a
storm of protest from a large mumber
of bearded men on the firing line.
* Letters reaching Paris from the front
are Interspersed with humorous com-
ment, inferring that beards and mus-
taches are a necessary part of a fight-
ing man’'s equipment.

INVENTION BY EDISON.

Recorder Which Combines the Tele-

phone and Phonograph.

WEST ORANGE, N. J, May 24—
Thomas A. Edison announces the in-
ventlon of a recorder for telephone
conversations, a comblnation of the tel-
ephone and phonograph. The device 1is
intended to give to both parties to a
telephone conversation, no matter at
what distance from each other they are
talking, & phonographic record of what
each has sald.

1t is expected by the inventor that
the mechanism will be not 6nly wval-
uable a8 a commercial instrument, but
that its records will be admisaible In
court cases, where In the past it has

been difficult to obtain the admission
of teleph ges as evid

Mine Sinks Swedish Steamer.

LONDON, - May 24.—Reuter's Btock-
holm correspondent telegraphs that the
Bwedish steamer Hernodia Sunday morn-
ing, east of the Soderhamn pliot station,
struck an anchored mine and sank in six
minutes. Her crew of twenty-two men
was saved, = | i =i -

URGE ENGLAND PAY
FOR MEAT CARGOES

Representatives of American
%eking Houses Here to Con-
fer With State Department.

Representatives of four of the great
American meat packing coucerns gath-
ered here today for conferences with
State Department officials over the de-
tention of meat cargoes in British
porta.

The packers are prepared to ask the
State Department to urge Great Britain
to hurry payment for cargoes valued at
several million dollars, detained while
on their way to neutrals adjacent to
Germany, and to ask more liberal treat-
ment of such commerce.

All the representatives of the packers
here say there is no thought of stop-
plng meat shipments to England as one
way of forcing compllance with their
request, The packers will be received
by State Department officials tomorrow,

No Ship Yet Released.

The question of alding the meat ships
bound “subject to the shippers’ orders”
has been under consideration by the
State Department for months.

Representations have been mads to
Great Britain, but so far no meat ship
detained on the ground that supplies
destined to neutral ports subject tn
shipper's disposition was suspected of
being intended to aid the enemy has
been released.

The United States insists that the
burden of proof is not on the shippers,
but on the British government to show
that they are Intended for a belliger-
ent.

At the same time the department has
unofficially suggested to the packers
that It would minimize difficulties by
inserting in the bill of lading a state-
ment that the goods are “intended” for
a certain consignee at a certain place.

JAPANESE FINDING FAULT.
Opposition  Politicians Denounce
“Failure” of Chinese Negotiations.
TOKIO, May 24, 10:30 a.m.—At politi-
cal meetings arranged by opposition
politiclans in Tokio and XKobe today
the cabinet was denounced for the fail-
ure of its diplomatic negotiations with
China, and urged to push the negotia-
tions on the outstanding questions, in-
cluding those contained in group V of

the Japanese demands.

These include the employment of
Japanese as advisers in political, finan-
cial and military affairs; that Japanese
shall have the right of ownership of
lands; that China shall purchase muni-
tions from Japanese; that Japan shall
have the right to build railways and

work mines, and that Japanese may
propagate Buddhism in China.

OLD-TIME MINSTREL DEAD.

Joseph Lang Passes Away After Ill-

ness of Three Years.

CHICAGO, May 24—Joseph Lang, one
of the last old-time minstrels, is dead
at his home here today, after an illness
lasting more than three years.

‘Joe” Lang, as he wWas known to
theater-goers throughout the country,
had been identified with the manage-
ment of theaters in Chicago since 1884,
when he gave up the management of
the Adelphi Theater in Buffalo, N. Y.

Kills Two Girls and Himself,

CATSKILL, N. Y., May 24—Henry
Lang, thirty-six years old, unmarried and
a florist, yesterday shot and killed Ruth
Hammer and Ida Beach of Catskill, thir-
teen and fourteen years old, respectively,
and later killed himself. The girls were
slaln in a grove northeast of the city.
Lang himself in his room. The
cause of the slayings is a mystery _

AUSTRIA STRIKES ITALY
FROM OCEAN AND SKY
IN OPENING NEW WAR

Warships and AeroplanesAttack Adriatic
Coast, but Driven Off, Rome Says.

Germany Declares War.

at Venia and also visited several

nonading.

fighting has yet been reported.

has declared war on Italy.

Germany Declares War.

LONDON, May 24, 10:42 am—A dis-
patch from Paris to the Exchange Tele-
graph Company says a telegram from
Basel states that the Wolff Agency an-
nounces Germany has declared war
against Italy and recalled Prince Von
Buelow, her ambassador at Rome.

Austrian Aeroplane Attack,

ROME, May 24, via Parls.—Officlal an-
nouncement was made here today that
Austrian aeroplanes have attacked the
governmental arsenal at Venice. The
aeroplanes were driven off. Porto Cor-
sini, Ancona, Barletta and Gesl also
were attacked.

A clash occurred yesterday between
Italian and Austrian troops at Forcel-
lini di Montozzo, In the pass between
Pont di Legno and Pejo. An Austrian
patrol crossed the frontler, but was at-
tacked by [Itallan Alpine chasseurs
and driven back over the border.

It Is apparent from the foregoing
dispatch that Austrian aeroplanes have
swept virtually the entire eastern
coast of Italy. From Venice, at the
head of the Adriatic, they have made
their way as far south as Barletta, a
distance of 350 mlles,‘commltting acts
of hostility during their progress. Bar-
retta is 125 miles north of the Stralt
of Otranto, the southern entrance to the
Adriatic.

Granted that the aeroplanes started
from Trieste or Pola, they did not have
more than elghty or ninety miles to
travel to reach Venlce. Driven away
here. they would appear to have turned
south. Porto Corsini is the seaport of
Ravenna and about sixty-elght mliles
south of Venice. Ancona is another
seaport on the Adriatic, 185 miles
northeast of Rome, and about 140 miles
south of Venlee in an air line.

Warships Attack Italian Coast.

PARIS, May 24, 2:30 pm.—An attack
by Austrian warships on the eastern
coast of Italy, along the Adriatic, is
announced in an officlal communication
from the Itallan war office, transmitted
to Paris by the correspondent of the
Havas Agency. It is sald the Austrian
warships were forced to withdraw after
a short cannonade.

“It was foreseen that on the declara-
tlon of war offensive actions would oc-
cur against our Adriatic coast, with the
purpose of seeking moral effect rather
than attaining a military purpose. But
we were able to prepare for these and
render their duration short.

“2mall units from the navy, e=s-
pecially destroyers and torpedo boata,
fired their guns upon our Adriatic
comst on May 24, between 4 and 6
o'clock in the morning. At the same
time aeroplanes attempted to attack
the arsenal at Venice.

Drive Off Aeroplanes.

“The enemy’s ships, after a very short
cannonade, were forced by our torpedo
boats to withdraw. The enemy's Rero-
planes were fired upon by our anti-
aircraft artillery and attacked by our
geroplanes and by a dirigible fiying
over the Adriatic.

*“The aeroplanes attacked Porto Cor-
sini, which replied immediately and
obliged the enemy to quickly retire. At
Ancona, where the attack wasa directed
especially against the rallway line, in
the intention of interrupting communi-
cation, slight damage was Iinflicted,
which can be repaired easily.

“At Barletta an attack was made by
a scout steamer and destroyers, which
were put to flight by one of our ships,
which was escorted by torpedo hoats.
Finally at Gesi the enemy’s aeroplanes
attempted to throw bombs upon the
hangar, but without reaching the mark.

“All other news of operations last
night has no foundation.”

Deputies Volunteer for War.

ROME, May 24, via Paris, noon.—En-
thuslastic demonstrations in favor of
the war continue throughout Italy. In
Florence, Venice, Genoa, Milan and
other large centers crowds throng the
streets cheering for king and the army.

Most of the members of the chamber
of deputies have volunteered for service
in the army Or Navy.

The son of Lieut. Gen. Cadorna, chief

of staff, is a lleutenant In the same
cavalry regiment which his grand-
father commanded in the war of 1886
against Austria. Gen. Codorna's daugh-
ter, a nun in a convent at Florence, has
applled for admission to the Red Cross.
Owing to the large number of men now
under arms, there is a shortage of
workmen. Most employers have prom-
ised the workmen that their places will
be restored on their return from mili-
tary service, and that In the meantime
provision will be made for their fami-
lies,
In some W are work
formerly performed by men. In sev-
eral cities women are employed on
street Cars.
The news of the aerial attacks on
Italian seaports and the aggression of
Austrian warships on the eastern coast
of Italy was recelved in Rome with a
sense of relief, for the reason that it
showed hostilities had been opened by
Austria-Hungary.

The first blows were struck today in the war between Italy and
Austria-Hungary. Austrian/aeroplanes attacked the Italian arsenals

other Italian cities, passing along

the eastern coast. According to Rome reports they were driven off.
An attack by Austrian warships on the eastern coast of Italy,

along the Adriatic, also is announced by the Italian war office, which

declares that the Austrian ships were driven off after a brief can-

With the exception of clashes between frontier patrols, no land

Italy’s declaration of war took effect today, but an unusually
rigid censorship, established by royal decree, restricts the transmis-
sion of information concerning military movements, :

A messag@ coming from Germany by a roundabout way states
that the semi-official Wolff Agency has announced that Germany

Both Austria and Italy have large armies along the frontier, and
it is assumed the campaign will open up in this mountainous region.
Italy also is said to have assembled an army on the southeastern
coast of the country, across the Adriatic from Albania.

spiritsa. Even those who for reasons of
principle are opposed to war have
asked to be permitted to serve their
country in the ranks of the Red Crosa.

Cotemporaneously with the issuance
of the general mobilization order, the
1tallan government Saturday evaning
officlally announced that it had declared
war agalnst Austria-Hungary. Notice
thereof was handed the Austrian govern-
ment yesterday.

Baron von Macchio, the Austro-Hun-
garian ambassador to Italy, was hand-
ed his paseports at 3:30 o'clock yestar-
day afternoon.

The Itallan ambassodor at Viemna,
the Duke of Avarna, has been recalled.

Italy’s First War Move.

Italy's first move on land undoubtedly
will be against the Austrian frontier.
Large numbers of her troops are mob-
1lized in this territory, and the forces
of Austria-Hungary are lined up on
the other side of the boundary. Ths
very mountain character of the ter-
rain where the opposing armles face
each other, the southern part of the
Austrian Alps, promises operations and
fighting of the most difficult nature.
For several weeks past both the Aus-
tro-Hungarian and the Itallan armies
have been engaged in fortifying and
otherwise adopting protective meas-
ures, each on its own side of the di-
viding line.

So far as known, the Italian fleet 18
mostly In the Adriatic under the com-
mand of the Duke of the Abruzzi, who Is
known to many Americang through lils
vizits to the United States some ten
years ago. It is generally belleved
that the fleet will proceed promptly
against the naval strength of Austria
in these waters.

On the Adriatic are the Austrian
ports of Trieste and Pola, and Fiume is
in Hungary. The Dualmatian coast is
also Austria's. The Dardanelles ars
less than k00 miles from southern Italy
and her participation in the operations
against these Turkish positions should
be expected.

Eager to Enlist.

The long-expected actual declaration
of war against Austria-Hungary found
all Italy eager for the conflict. Thou-
sands of vwvolunteers proffered their
services to the national cause. BStu-
dents not yvet called to the colors, but
anxious to enlist, besieged the military
authorities. Announcement already has
been made that volunteere eighteen
years of age or older who are physi-
cally fit will be accepted by the gov-
ernment for the duration of the war.

Members of yacht clubs and boat
clubs in all parts of the kingdom, al-
most to a man, offered the governmant
their services and the use of thelr
craft. Persons In all walks of life
pledged their services to the Red Cross
and gifts of all kinds were received by
that organization.

Expressions of regret are being heard
on every side that the nation is unable
at present to assist persons of Itallan
blood or sympathies who

authorities
and Dalmatia, Intense indignation has
been caused by reports that thousands
of Itallans have been detained at sta-
tions along the Austrian and German
frontiers, where they have been sub-
jected to ill treatment.

Italians Ill-Treated.

A trainload of Italians arriving at
C'ormona, near Goritz, are reported to
have been driven into a field by Aus-
trian gendarmes, where they were
forced to remain all night in a heavy
rain without shelter or food. Several
children are sald to have died becauss
of this experience. The women and
children were permitted to cross inte
Italian territory the next day, but all
the men were detained.

The Italian population of the Tren-
tino, according to dispatches from Ve-
rona, is fleelng into the country from
towns and villages. They are compei-
led to walk along the rallway tracks be-
cause all highways have been barri-
caded with planks, tree trunks and
piles of stones.

Gendarmes are reported to be using
force to compel compliance with the
proclamations calling to the colors all
classes of reservists between the agea
of seventeen and fifty. Troops wvisit
houses, chiefly at night, it {s suid, and
carry off by force all the men within
the prescribed ages.

The Austrian authorities are reported
to be making an effort to direct publie
wrath against Italy by posting mani-
festoes affirming that the levy has been
made necessary only by the treachery
of Italy.

The order from the Itallan govern=-
ment calling for a general mobijlization
was halled with intense enthuslasm in
Venice. It was greeted with a great
popular demonstration, crowds march-
ing through the streets for many hours
At Rovigno, In Istria, sixty-two Itals
ian citizens have besen arrested. These
include the mayor, Bignor d'Avanzo,
and the secrstary of the municipality.
All Italian citizens ruldlng near the

It is evident that the Italian peopl

fortifications l::t Pola have been taken
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into dy by the police, and at Cor-
mons, on the frontler, 1,000 Italians,
for the most part women children,




